RESOLUTION NO. 7
 

(1996)
 

HAWAII MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES

 

Introduced by:     Krishna Kumar, M.D.
 

SUBJECT:            NONDISCRIMINATION IN HEALTH CARE BENEFITS FOR
                             TREATMENT OF MENTAL ILLNESS AND PARITY COVERAGE.
 
Referred to:           Miscellaneous Business Reference Committee

 

WHEREAS,         41.4 million adults in the U.S. have a mental disorder sometime during their

                             life, and 7.5 million children suffer from mental and emotional disturbances; and

 

WHEREAS,         depression alone affects 18 million Americans annually and causes more disability and disruption of daily functioning than diabetes, hypertension, lung diseases or arthritis; and

 

WHEREAS,         the majority of 30,000 Americans who commit suicide each year suffer from a mental or addictive disorder; and

 

WHEREAS,         in 1990, mental illnesses cost the United States $ 74.9 billion through lost productivity, lost earnings and premature death; and

 

WHEREAS,         since 1970 Lithium used for treatment of manic depressive illness has saved the U.S. Economy more than $145 billion; and

 

WHEREAS,         from 1990 to 1995, seven States – California, Texas, Maryland, Minnesota, Maine, New Hampshire and Rhode Island have enacted parity legislation for treatment of mental illness; and

 

WHEREAS;         in 1993 the National Advisory Mental Health Council reported to Congress that parity coverage of severe mental illness would save the national economy and small business $2.2 billion a year; and

 

WHEREAS,         more than two thirds of the U.S. Senate (68 Senators) voted for parity coverage for treatment of mental illness on April 18, 1996, when the Senate approved the Domenici – Wellstone Amendment to the Kassebaum – Kennedy Health Insurance Reform Act of 1996; and

 

WHEREAS,         this amendment of the U.S. prevents insurers from limiting coverage through higher co-payments, fewer visits or shorter hospital stays simply because an individual is treated for a mental disorder; and

 

WHEREAS,         Hawaii’s own Patsy Mink, U.S. House of Representatives, along with over 100 House of Representatives, have stated that the coverage of treatment of mental illness is the last bastion of insurance industry discrimination in the U.S., and that parity coverage of treatment of mental illness is simple equity, and that it is the right thing to do; and

 

WHEREAS,         the American Medical Association representing over 300,000 physicians has stated in the AMA Policy Compendium, 1996, #185.986

 

                             Nondiscrimination in Health Care Benefits: The AMA reaffirms its opposition to discriminatory benefit limitations, co-payments or deductibles for the treatment of psychiatric illness under existing health care plans, and opposes discrimination in any proposed plans for national health care coverage or universal access for the people who are uninsured; and

 

WHEREAS,         AMA Policy Number H-345.992 Health Insurance Coverage of Psychiatric Illness states it supports development of model legislation for use by States to require all insurance companies that offer either group or individual coverage of hospital, medical, and surgical services to make available for purchase and affirmatively offer coverage of psychiatric services comparable with the coverage for other illnesses in their standard group and individual policies; therefore be it

 

RESOLVED,        by the Hawaii Medical Association that it reaffirms the policy of the American Medical Association for Nondiscrimination in Health Care Benefits for the treatment of psychiatric illness; and be it further

 

RESOLVED,        that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Honorable Benjamin Cayetano, Governor, State of Hawaii; Norman Mizuguchi, President of the Hawaii State Senate and Joseph Souki, Speaker of the House and urge them to enact Nondiscrimination in Health Care Benefits legislation for the treatment of mental illness in our State so as to give true meaning to Hawaii as the Aloha State.

