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MAY PROCLAIMED MENTAL HEALTH MONTH
 
   The Honolulu County Medical Society and the Hawaii Psychiatric Medical Association will officially launch “May is Mental Health Month” during a special program on May 12. During the program, to be held at the Mabel Smyth Auditorium, following a light buffet dinner at 6 pm, a distinguished panel will discuss, “Hawaii – 51st in the Nation in Mental Health – What’s Being Done to Improve Mental Health in Our State?” The featured panelists include Dr. John C. Lewin, Hawaii Director of Health, Gary Smith, Executive Director, Protection and Advocacy, Ed Sullam, President of the State Alliance for the Mentally Ill, and Representative Dennis Arakaki, (D), member of the House Health Committee and advocate for mental health issues for many years. The panel will be moderated by Drs. Paul DeMare, President of the Honolulu County Medical Society, and Krishna Kumar, President of the Hawaii Psychiatric Medical Association.
   The 1992 HPMA Legislator of the Year will be announced and honored during the program, and for promotion of mental health and understanding of mental illness the HPMA will present the Hawaii State Library System, Hawaii Medical Library and the Hawaii Medical Association with films to be used for community education.
   The films have been shown on television in other communities, and in schools and hospitals around the country. The three films being donated are the Council on International Non-Theatrical Events (CINE) award-winning Depression – The Storm Within, and Panic Prison, and Faces of Anxiety.
   The HCMS and the HPMA both note that “May is Mental Health Month” is a good time to reflect on community, family and individual mental health. It is a good time to fully realize the potential of the community and ourselves, and to honor those who have contributed to the mental health of Hawaii.
 
