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They are, of course,
shocked and hurt by the natu-
ral disaster, she said.

“But it’s, ‘OK, we have what
we have, now let’s do what we
can to get by,”” Engle said.

One of the most fulfilling
experiences was occasionally
providing patients with good
news — such as telling wor-
ried parents that their child
was going to be OK, Engle
said.

“I think that’s kind of what
our philosophy was down
there: Can we give them a
bright spot today?” she said.

Local aid

While in Haiti, they also dis-
tributed the nearly 1,500
pounds of medical supplies
that LHC and Livingston-area
residents donated.

A local UPS store also pro-
vided discounted shipping to
help send the goods to Haiti.
‘And Livingston-area donors
contributed about $3,000 in
cash, Donaldson said.

' LHC staff members took on
the considerable task of orga-
nizing the supplies and pre-
paring them for shipping, the
Haiti team said.

Some of the donated materi-
als, such as a type of surgical
wire that LHC donated
because staff rarely use it,
initially seemed like they
would be unlikely to be used
in Haiti, Donaldson said.

That thought proved to be
mistaken.

“They needed it,” Donald-
son said of the more unusual
donated materials.

The surgical wire, for
instance, ended up in the
hands of a doctor who wired
shut the jaw of a woman .
injured in the quake.

“All that stuff was in those
boxes for a reason,” Donald-
son said of the serendipity.

However, the medical facili-
ties often lacked some sup-
plies the team was used to
having.

“You just had to adapt and
maybe use something you

Pictured are the three Livingston HealthCare staffers who went to
Haiti. From left are orthopedic surgeon Dr. Michelle Donaldson, Phy-
sician Assistant Julianne Anderson and Physician Assistant Kary
Engle. In addition to their medical work, they distributed
1,500-pounds of supplies donated by the Livingston community.

wouldn’t have thought of just
to get the job done,” Donald-
son said.

But the Haitian people still
have many jobs to be done
ahead of them, LHC staff
members said. Continued
care of the injured. Cleaning
up from the quake. Rebuild-
ing.

“The long-term effects for

them and the mountains they
have to climb are incompre-

hensible,” Anderson said.
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said they hope to return to

Haiti in the near future. ’

“My dream would be to do a
relay of sorts of teams going
down to feed people, do medi-
cal work and construction,”
Anderson said.

But while they are back in
the United States, the people
they met in Haiti will be
reminders to appreciate what
they have, team members
said.

“I was just really touched
by how resilient the human
spirit can be,” Donaldson
said. “And I think that makes
me more thankful.”

incomprehensible.”

— Physician Assistant Julianne Anderson



